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Moral Lesson In Eichmann Trial

MELBOURNE: The trial of Adolph Eichmann would
be significant only if the court repudiated his defence
of “superior orders’”” and “state interest’” Mr B. A.
Santamaria, president of the National Civic Council,
told a Y.M.H.A. luncheon here recently.
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moral lesson that there was
no justitication for anv acts
of brutal mass murder and
genocide  simply  because
they happened to serve the
interests of the state at that
lime,

He said the same doctrine
of  “State  interests”  was
used by Stalin in the Soviet
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Earlier, Mr Santamaria
siaitl he regretted there was
so little contacl between the
Catholiec and Jewish com-
munilies of Australia.
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minority, and as such, sub-
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on a more subtle level.
He recalled the efforts of
two Popes lo save Boman

Jewry from the outrages of

the Nazis, and the statement
of Pope Pius  XI, that,
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spiritually,  Catholies  are |

also Semiles.

Mr Santamaria said that,
when studying Jewish
teachings, he  had  been
struck by the fact that the
superiorily of divine laws
over  human  laws  was
always recognised, as well
as the supremacy of moral
laws, and the rights of the
individual.

In this, he felt, there
were many points of unity

between the Jewish  faith

and his own,
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