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HISTORY
ON TRIALaLLONlEE

HOLOCAUSTrevisionist DavidIrvingmust real-
ly

dislike historianRichard
J Evans,havingded-

icatedan entiresectionof his websiteto the
expertwitnesswho helpedprovein the British

HighCourtthatIrvingwas a liarand racistwho
had

deliberately falsified history.

The Cambridge UniversityModem History
professorearned Irving’s attentionafter he
becamea

participant

in Irving’s attemptin
April2000to sue AmericanacademicDr Debo-

rah Lipstadtand her Britishpublishers for libel.

Irvingclaimedthat Dr
Lipstadt’s

1993 book
Denyingthe Holocaustdefamedhim by stating

and falsifiedhistory.

In Australia to

attend conferences

and promotehis book
Lyingabout Hitler—
History,Holocaustand
the DavidIrving Trial,

Professor Evans said

he was called to
respondto the ques-

tion whetherthe

claimin Dr
Lipstadt’s

bookthat Irving falsi-

fied historyand mis-
used historical
documents was justi
fied.

An expertin mod-

ERN German history,

Evans and two

research assistants

Professor Richard Evans

produceda 700-pagereport showingthat Irv-
ing’s use of primarysourcesin his

published

writingshad been consistently manipulated

and
distorted,

oftento elicitthe oppositemean-
ing.

The reportprovedto be a
“sledgehammer

that crackeda nut”, ProfessorEvanssaid mod-
estly.

In the crucible of the witness stand, under
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the withering cross-examination

of Dr Lip-
stadt’s barrister, Richard Rampton QC, who
used ProfessorEvans’ findings, Irving’s creden-

tials were destroyed.

Although
a

byproduct

of the verdictwas a
sensethatthe courthad upheldthe truthof the
Holocaust,

thatis a
misreading

of the case, Pro-
fessor Evans emphasised.

“At issue was whetherIrving
deliberately

distortedand falsifiedthe historical record for

his own ends,not whetherthe Holocaust

occurred” — hencethe
decision

by Dr Lip-
stadt’s lawyersto refrainfrom callingher or
Holocaustsurvivorsto testify.

However,the questionwhich Professor

Evanswas most
interested

in having answered

was how to
differentiate between objectivity

and a
tendentious

use of historyfor
political

ends.

“In the end, the trialwas
concerned

with

how
historians interpretand write history,not

withwhat happened60 yearsago.”
Affirming that the trial had

educational

value in the sameway thatthe 1961Eichmann

trialdid in Jerusalem, ProfessorEvans believed

Irvingthought Penguin Books would settle
priorto the trial.But oncethe trialstarted, he
sought

to useit as a
platform.

“Hadhe won,it wouldhavebeena serious

blowfor the
recording

of
history,which is a

seriousissue.I don’tthinkPenguinhad any
choicebut to defendbecausethe stakeswere

thathigh.”

The tactic of
focusing

on Irving had the
detrimental effectof creatinga

perception
that

it was Irvingwho was beingsued,Professor

Evanssaid.“But it was stillthe correct

approach.

He was the issue.

“There were fearsthat Irvingwouldbecome

a martyr,but I don’tthinkthatwillhappen.We
havea

brilliantjudgment
by Justice Graystat-

ingthatIrvingis a
liar.”

“Thetrialwas concerned
with

how
historiansinterpretand
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write history,

not withwhat
happened60 yearsago."

Once the verdictwas handed down, Profes-

sor Evans believed
his reportwouldmakea fit-

ting subjectfor
publication.

But even with the
highestcourtin the land

declaringIrvinga
fraudand forcedto declarebankruptcy,

his
shadowloomed, making publication

a tortured

road.

Four
publishersrefusedthe book,fearinga

vexatiousand costly lawsuitfrom Irvingand
leavingit to

independent left-wingpublisher

Verso,run by TariqAli and
others,

to cometo
the rescue.

“It was
frustratingbecauseeven though

Penguinwon,therewas no way theycould
recoupthe two millionpoundsit costto
defendthe lawsuit,makingother publishers

fearful.”

Far from leavingthe issuebehind, Professor

Evansis writinga
two-volume historyof the

Third Reich.

Askedif therewerenot enoughsuch histo-

ries
available,

he saidpeoplewouldbe sur-
prisedto learnthatonlythreemajorbooks
had been

published. Determined

to writea his-
torythatis

accessible

to lay
readers

as wellas
academics,he is adamantthat historianshave
a roleto playin the public arena.

Havingtaken
three-and-a-half

yearsof his
life— “I thought

it wouldbe overaftersix
months”— he

acknowledged

that the experi-

ence had betterinformedhim aboutthe law

and the roleof history in
courtrooms,“which

historians
do not consider enough”.
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A section of the cover of Richard Evans’ book.


