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Despite its political and eco-
nomic upheaval. Russia is push-
ing ahead with plans to launch a 
radio-telescope satellite into space 
in 19% 

Named KadioAstron, it will 
carry four radio receivers, each 
tuned to a different segment of the 
spectrum of radio noise that 

back on Earth create * radlojWIwcdgjmor* 
than six times the diamete^Bfthe world 

constantly rains down on liarth 
from all parts of the universe. 

One receiver was built in Ade-
laide by British Aerospace Austra-

lia. its highly sophisticated 
microwave electronics system was 
subcontracted to Mitec, in Brisbane 

The $2 million receiver. 

financed by the CSIRO and the 
Federal Government through the 
Australian Space Office, was deliv-
ered to the Russians in December. 

cosmic targets. Computer process-
ing will allow "images" to be 
produced. 

Dr David Jauncey, a senior 
astronomer with the CSIRO, who 
left for Russia yesterday for talks 
with RadioAstron scientists, said 
the project represented a major 
opportunity for Australia. 

Australian receiver on the Russian 
satellite, who also leaves for 
Russia this week, said it was only 
a coincidence that both missions 
were now planned for 1996. 

But scientists were now work-
ing to see if the projects could 
co-operate to create an even better 
window on the radio universe. 

Council gives beach 
logo idea the flick 

By AMANDA MEADE 
Local Government Writer 

\1ii*.m.m ( iiuni'i! has decided 
elect -i kiintniverMal proposal 
illow lorpiir.ik- sponsorship al H 

Be.u I: the 
-i.imping .i lorporalc logo on the 
h.irbour hc.iih his been seen as 
ilisrasteful 

The Tow n <. lerk. Mr Viv May. and 
ihe Mavor. Alderman Dom Lopez, 
had recently agreed io let a sponsor-
-Inp company, l.ightning Rod. secur* 
.. company to "adopi" Balmoral 
He.tch in return for money for capital 

aldermen were horrified and voted 
unanimously lo reject the idea. 

The council resolved to review its 
policy on confidential matters and 
adopi .i plan of management for 
Balmoral Beach, including commer-
cial and community usage, sponsor-
ship, traffic, parking, signs and 
maintenance. 

Aid Lope; admitted in a mayoral 
minute'after confidential talks with 
the sponsorship agency that he had 
authorised Mr May to "agree in 
principle to Lightning Rod Ply Ltd 
acting on behalf of council for the 
period I October, 1992, tc 30 June, 
199J, in Sn endeavour to secure 
sponsorship of' Balmoral Beach". 
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'It's not safe for elderly people' 
By NICK PAPADOPOULOS 
Frail Mrs Juana San Martin de 

Rodriguez, 72, used to enjoy her 
daily five-minute stroll from her 
small' Housing Department iljlit 
to the; Eastlakes Shopping Centre. 
But she has vowed never to v.alk 
alone again. 

On Monday, when she was 
returning home, she was knocked 
down by two men, d 
a footpath and had I 
containing $25, a passport and 
other documents, stolen. She 
dislocated her shoulder and tore 
ligaments. 

Mrs San Martin de Rodriguez 
said she automatically tried to 
hang on to her bag. She prefers to 
live alone, is just over 12S 
centimetres (4ft tin) tall and 
weighs about 35 kilograms. She is 
considering moving to another 
snburb because "It's not safe for 
elderly people here". 

"They |the robbers) deserve to 
die because they are really bad 
people." she said yesterday, speak-
ing through her daughter. Raquel. 

Although no police figures are 
available on the incidence of bag 
snatching in the State, the direc-
tor of the NSW Bureau of Crime 
Statistics and Research, Dr Don 
Weatherburn, said robberies of 
people where weapons were not 
used had increased by 21 per cent 
over the past three years. 

"1 would he extremely surprised 
if that didn't include an increase in 
bag snatching," he said. 

Dr Weatherburn said the 
elderly were particularly vulnera-
ble because they were less likely 
to offer resistance. 

A crime prevention officer. 
Senior Constable Rick Simpson, 
advised women: 
0 Carry your bag with you at all 
times, as close to your body as 
possible; 
• Avoid canning large amounts 
of cash, credit cards or personal 
papers in your handbag; 
1 Never place your bag or purse 
Inside a shopping trolley; 
• Never leave your purse or bag 
on a vacant seat beside you. 

'V-

grams aimed at tbetfi are. 
If the educattioA providers 

refuse, they will forfeit Common-
wealth funding. 

Education providers will also 
be forced to divulge how much 
money they spend on education 
programs for disadvantaged chil-
dren, and refusal would again 
mean Commonwealth spending 
being cut 

The strategy was announced 
by the Federal Minister for 
Schools and Vocational Educa-
tion, Mr Free, at the first National 
Conference of Principals' Associ-
ations yesterday. It drew immedi-
ate criticism from the NSW 
Government, the Association of 
Independent Schools and the 
Catholic Education Commission. 

A spokeswoman for the State 
Minister for Education, Mrs 
Chadwick, said she had been 
approached about the matter by 
the Federal Department of 
Employment, Education and 
Training only a week ago. 

"NSW is willing to negotiate 
with the Commonwealth on 
equity* programs but not at a 
week's notice," the spokeswoman 
said. "The appropriate forum for 
this national issue is at the 
meeting of the AEC I the Austra-
lian Education Council, which 

consists ol ail Maie ana reaerai 
education ministers! and not via 
ultimatums in press releases." 

Mr Free iaid that one million • 
children - one in three - suffered 
from an educational disadvantage 
of one kind or another, and 
spending on them was about $1 
billion a year. 

Half the Commonwealth's 
funding for these disadvantaged 
children was spent in keeping 
poorer students in school, and 
half was spent on programs 
aimed at groups with particular 
disadvantages, such as the.disa- . 
bled or children in isolated areas. 

These disadvantaged children 
were more likely to leave school 
early. Mr Free said, which made 
them 2'/i limes more likely to be 
unemployed, eight to 10 times 
more likely to join the ranks of 
the long-term unemployed, and 
two to four times more likely to be 
in low or unskilled jobs. 

lo reveal how much they spent on 
disadvantaged children, Mr Free 
said, because "no-one really knows 
how much {funding] there is, nor 
what gains are being made". 

"It doesn't make any sense to 
rely on hope and goodwill alone." 

K n o c k e d d o w n a n d r o b b e d by t w o m u g g e r s 
Rodriguez, with h e r d a u g h t e r , Raquel . 

Mrs S a n M a r t i n de 
haurt try C£WI MHRMANN 

Greiner turns his hand 
to business consultancy 

By SUZANNE MOSTYN 
The former Premier. Mr Nick Greiner. hjs accepted an appointment 

as chairman of a new business consultancy company. Corporate 
Change Communication, a joint venture between a public relations 
consultancy, Turnbul! Fox Phillips, and Mojo advertising agency. 

The company is to deal with changes resulting from privatising, 
commercialising and corporatising government and semi-government 
operations. 

Both Turnbull Fox Phillips and Mojo operate nationally and have 
collaborated to advise a number of mutual clients undertaking 
significant corporate change 

This latest appointment follows a range of positions held by Mr 
Greiner. including directorships of QBE Insurance. Cole> Myer. 
Defiance Mills, National Westminster Bank and Stockland Trujt. 

hft is also a member of the Prime Minister's Republic Advisory 
Committee 

Under a ministerial code of conduct set up by Mr Greiner in 1988. a 
minister is prevented, without the Premier's approval, from accepting 
employment from people or companies working for the Government or 
receiving government financial assistance for two >ears after retirement 
or resignation from the Cahinet. 

However, a spokesman for the Premier said yesterday that Mr Fahey 
"had previously said it was the spirit of the code which counts" 

The spokesman said Mr Greiner was a man of integrity and he had a 
right to use his abilities. 

"The Premier has also said previously that Mr Greiner does not have to 
seek approval for every appointment he is offered If Mr Greiner found 
himself in any conflict of interest, the Premier would expect to be informed." 

Acquitted: sobbing Polyukhovich walks free 
From Page I 

given to German soldiers who were 
involved in the slaughter of up to 850 
Jews from Serniki in September 1942 

The DPP had alleged that Mr 
Polyukhovich asked for buckets of 
water, towels and cha'rs to be brought 
Tor the comfort of '.he German soldiers 
during the mass pilside execution 
outside Ac village. 

On the second count, the prosecution 
alleged the defendant had been in (he 
company of two policemen when a 
woman, known as the miller's daughter, 
and two children, were executed. 

Justice Cox, summing up the eight 
weeks of evidence last Friday, warned 
the jury to be careful in their delibera-
tions lo avoid being influenced by the 
atrocities which occurred "that appall-

ing day in September 1942" "The 
execution was simply horrifying . . . u is 
hard not to have a great sense of 
revulsion." he said. "But take care not to 
be influenced, particularly adversely to 
the accused." 

Justice Cox told the jury that the 
defendant should not be convicted on 
doubtful or insufficient evidence. He 
outlined the unusua! circumstances of 
the case, that the offences had allegedly 
occurred in a foreign country and that 
M) years had elapsed before the 
defendant was charged. 

However he also cautioned the jurors 
not lo be swayed by the fact the 
defendant was an "old mail". "It would 
be dangerous to convict without being 
sure of the truth and accuracy of the 
prosecution evidence." he said. 

Justice fox took less than two hours 

to sum up the ev idence heard from more 
than 40 prosecution witnesses - from 
Ukraine, the United States and Israel -
and that of Mr Polyukhovich's first 
wife. Maria Stcpanovna Polyukhovich. 
ror the defence. 

Many witnesses from Scmiki. accom-
panied by their mayor, travelled to 
Adelaide from their village, where most 
homes do not have electricity or running 
water. On seeing the three-star motel they 
were to stay in, the mayor told interpreters 
she had finally "been to Paradise". 

The Polyukhovich prosecution pro-
duced some notable firsts in Australian 
criminal proceedings - that the crime 
had allegedly been committed in a foreign 
country, that 50 years had elapsed from 
the time of ihe alleged offences and thai 
an Australian court went to Furope to 
take evidence. On a defence application. 

Justice Cox, his associate, three members 
of the defence, three prosecution mem-
bers and an interpreter held a bedside 
court in Serniki to take evidence from Mr 

A day befoie his original magistrates 
court committal proceedings was due to 
start in June 1990, Mr Polyukhovich 
suffered a shotgun wound to the chest. 

The DPP alleged he had shot himself 
in an apparent suicide attempt. The 
defence team, headed by Mr Michael 
David. QC. and Ms l.indy Powell, never 
accepted this claim. 

Proceedings were delayed again 
when the High Court considered *a 
defence challenge on the validity of the 
amended War Crimes Act of 1988. In 
August 1991 the High Court, in a split 
decision, dismissed the challenge and 

voted four lo three that the amendment:, 
to the Act were valid 

In November 1991 Mr Polyukhovich 
was rushed lo hospital after a suspected 
heart attack This was the first of several 
adjournments because of the defen-
dant's failing health. 

The former Prime Minister. Mr Bob 
Hawke, said yesterday he had no regrets 
over his efforts to create the war enmes 
legislation that so far has failed to gain a 
single conviction. 

He said he would not comment on 
the Polyukhovich tnal because particu-
lar trials and their outcomes were not 
the issue 

"You don't judge principles by the 
outcomes of trials." Mr Hawke said His 
Government had embraced ihe principle 
(hat genocide must be redressed when it 
enacted the War Crimes Act in 1987. 
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