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AIDS fight to
target men

SYDNEY: Future AIDS preven-
tion campaigns will focus on men
who have sex with men, after a
study which shows HIV infection
has ?l:vellcd off a1 about 600 new
cases a year,

The director of the National Centre
m HIV Epidemiology and Clinical Re-
search, Associate Professor John Kal-
dor, said the report estimates between
13,000 and 18,000 Australians are living
with HIV — or about one in 1000, That
is less than a fifth of early estimates that
100,000 Australians were infected.

Professor Kaldor said new infections
peaked at between 3000 and 4500 in
1983 and 1984, and dropped to about
600 a year, apparently balanced by the
deaths of those who had developed
AIDS,

The report said about 1500 Austral-
ians so far had died of A1DS, and pre-
dicted that between 700 and %00 new
AIDS cases would be diagnosed cach
year until 1994, up from between 600
and 700 i 199],

Professor Kaldor said the study, con-
ducted by experts from the Australian
Nauonal University, Adelaide and La-
trobe untversities, gave the first authori-
tative  picture of where the HIV
epidemic had started 10 years ago “and
where 1t 15 likely 10 go™

The deputy chairman of the Austra-
lan National Council on AIDS, Profes-
sor Peter MacDonald, said the esti-
mates, based on “back projection™, were
considerably lower than earlier figures.

He said the report showed more than
90} per cent of those infected were homo-
seaual men, and the expected shift 1o

heterosexuals and injecting drug users

had not happened.

Professor MacDonald said research

and education campaigns now would
concentrate on men who had sex with
men, including those who did not
themselves as gay, but he defe the
original aim to warn the whole commu-
nity.
"It causes me some concern when
important and prominent figures come
out five or seven years down the track
with the wisdom oF hindsight, indicating
thal inappropriate action was taken,” he
said, referring 10 attacks by former Aus-
tralian of the Year, eye surgeon Profes-
sor Fred Hollows,

“Al the time 1 believe the decisions
were correct. In 1985, there was a legiti-
mate belief that a spread into the hetero-
scxual community might occur and that
the mechanism for its spread was sex
and needles.”

Professor McDonald said 18 gcr cent
of those diagnosed with AIDS had not
been tested for HIV, and it was impon-
ant to bring them into treatment pro-
grams. I was also importani 1o
maintain the needle and syringe pro-
Erams,

Other key findings included:
Between 15,000 and 20,000 people, in-

cluding those who have died, had

been diagnosed with HIV by the end

of 1990,

The rate of new infections through sex
between men had dropped 10 be-
tween 10 and 20 per cent of the
1983-84 peak.

Infection among injecting drug users ap-
peared sicady at between 0.5 per cent
and 5 per cent.

Even well-fed
domestic cats
a wildlife
threat: study

ADELAIDE: It seems Snappy Tom
and Whiskas are not enough for the
average domestic cat — mew research
indicates each cat in Australia kills
about 30 other creatures each year.

An Adelaide University zoologist,
Dr David Paton, reperted his findings
yesterday to an Adelaide seminar or-
ganised by the South Australian De-
pariment of Environment and

ning.

The research was based on 700 re-
sponses to questionnaires sent to cat-
owners in Adelaide, and shaws 59 per
cent of domestic cats took mammals
and 62 per cent took birds.

According to the three-year study,
the cats “were all well fed and proper-
Iy cared for by their owners and the
prey they brought home often were
nol eaten”,

Dr Paton’s study showed a cat's
yearly capture rate was eight birds, 16
mammsls and eight reptiles.

The research showed cities such as
Adelaide, Brisbane and Perth each
had a domestic cat population of
abont 200,000, while in the whole of
Victoria there were 900,000 cats.

In a city the size of Adelaide, more
than a million birds, a million mam-
mals and a million reptiles were killed
by cats each year.

A similar number would be killed
each year in both Brisbane and Perth,
the stody said.

Dr Paton's stedy also found the

of bells around the neck made
litle difference to the proportion of
cats taking wildlife.

SYDNEY: A national campaign to en-
courage girls 1o pursue careers in science and
technology is failing because girls are not
ambitious enough and have a poor opinion
of their abilities, according 1o a leading aca-
demic.

Kay Ficlden, senior lecturer at the Univer-
sity of Canberra, said a survey of Year |1
students showed girls powsed for a career in
science did not have a hard-headed attitude
towards their work, preferring a sense of job
salisfaction 1o high salary and status.

The 506 young people surveyed in March
last vear were from five ACT co-educational
colleges and all were preparing 1o study
mathematics al umversity.

Girls lack confidence: survey

Ms Ficlden said also that the most siriking
aspect of the survey was that girls” attitudes
lowards their careers were quite different to
those of the boys.

For example. 42 per cent of boys were
likely 10 believe salary was important, com-
pared with 19 per cent of girls,

Boys also regarded complicated work as
more challenging and exhilarating, and were
more likely 1o tackle difficult problems.

Girls, on the other hand, rated such factors
as a sense of achievement, job satisfaction
and working with people fj r more highly
than money or status.

Ms Fielden said girls were also far less
likely to ask for advice.

tion that girls have a lack of sclf-esteem.

“They recognise they have the ability but
they don’t have any confidence, It's worrying
10 see thal their mind sets are so fixed.”

The survey revealed also that less than 3
per cent of girls planned 10 choose a carcer in
computers (compared with almost 12 per
cent of boys) and less than | per cent elected
engineering compared with 9 per cent of
boys.

Ms Ficlden said girls, unlike boys, did not
sce knowledge of computers as a source of
power and did not think that learning about
compulers was creative or fun.

1 read a lot of these results as an indica-

DUBBO: , Dubbo Chy
Council, in central wesiern
NSW, wants to ban sex shops
and X-rated videos, although
Dubbo has no such shop and
no-one 1s lusting te build one.

The council's coneern is the
“restricted premises” designa-
fiom in relevant legislation un-
der which a sex shop could be

established in the city of
35,000

If permission for a shop
were  refused, the  council

would be open to legal acuon.

“Our legal opinion s we
would only stand an average
chance of success in the Count
of Appeal against any shop,”
the Mayor of Dubbo, Alder-
man Tony McGrane said yes-
terday,

On Monday night the coun-
ol unanimously carmed a mo-
uon pelitoning the local MP,
Gerry Peacocke, who is also
the Minister for Local Gov.
emment, to remove the “re-

Gerry Peacocke

stricted premuses”™ section of
the Indecent Publications Act.

It plans 1o seck support for
a ban on sex shops in motions
at this year's annual confer-
ences of the Shires Associa-

Dubbo is down on ‘dirt’

tion and Local Government
Association.

“We believe these son of
shops should be shut, full
stop,” Alderman McGrane
said, pointing out thal provi-
sion could be made for shops
operating already — like the
central-west region's only
such establishment, at Orange
— to remain open,

The council also voted on
Monday to petition the feder-
al Artorney-General, Michael
Duffy, to ban X-rated movies
and videos available in the
ACT.

“They're banned in all
other states, and the ACT
makes up such a small propor-
tion of the nation's popula-
tion, so why should they be
available there?™ Alderman
MeGrane asked.

“The new Prime Minister is
a family man, and he should
be very sympathetic 1o our
cause,” he said.

Witness ‘saw
Polyukhovich
shoot women’

ADELAIDE: The last of about 25
overseas witnesses ended his tesimony
a1 the war erimes hearing yesterday.

The heanng is to determine if defen- |

dant Ivan Polyukhovich is to stand trial
for the murder of 24 people and being
involved n the slaughter of up to 850
Jews in Ukraine duning World War I {

Under crossexamination by defence |
counsel Michael David, QC, Ukrainian |
pensioner Stefan Kolb said yesterday he |
saw Polyukhavich shoot two Jewish |
women with a submachinegun, |

Overseas witnesses from countrics
including Canada, israel, the United
States and Ukraine began giving evi-
dence in March.,

Proceedings have been adjourned un-
ul Monday while prosecution and de-
fence lawvers consider what technical
and histoncal evidence is needed.

Aboul 10 more witnesses are expect-

ed to give lestimony,

IN BRIEF
Boat captains
found guilty

DARWIN; Captains of three Indone-
sian boats were found guilty in Darwin
Magistrates Court yesterday of fishing
illegally in the Australian fishing zone,

The three, of Sulawesi, pleaded not
guilty to fishing commercially. and being
in charge of foreign fishing boats, in the
Australian fishing zone, They are be-
lieved 10 be the first Indonesian
fishermen to have contested such char-
BCS.

Magistrate lan Gray rejected argu-
ments thal their sail-powered fishing
hoats ended up in Australian walers by
acodent, after dnfimg with a current for
four days,

Homeless mediators

Young homeless people will train as
mediators in a program the Conflict Re-
salution Service ts seting up.

Informanion sessions about the trin-
g will be held at 3pm next Thursday
and al 6pm on May 13 at the Conflict
Resolunon Service, Acton,

Pine vandals wanted

Eurobodulla Shire has offered a §500
reward for information leading to the
convichion of whoever destroyed 32
Norfolk Island Pines at Long Beach on
Friday. Information should go to the
shire council's ordinance officer on ((44)
T4 10041, or 1o Baternans Bay police

Transit link interest

MELBOURNE: Twenty-three local
and overscas companies have tendered
for construction of a rapid-transit link
between central Melbourne and Tulla-
manne airport. Tenders closed on Tues-
day
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