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TU P Jews o f Se rn i k i l i e i n 
a mass gratfe i n a w o o d e d 
glade jus t ou ts ide the i r 
v i l l a g e i n t h e P r i p e t 
Marshes . . T h i s is r u r a l 

U k r a i n e , f reez ing c o l d i n w in te r , 
f ie rce ly hot- i n s u m m e r , where a 
man w i t h one c o w is we l l o f f , the 
o n l y ho te l charges $5 a n igh t a n d 
t he nearest r u n n i n g ho t water is at 
I he d is t r i c t cap i t a l o f R o v n o , 180 
k i l ome t res away . 

I t l ooks an - i d y l l i c place. The 
villagers stil l use horses and carts for 
t r a n s p o r t , a n d t he te lephone is 
cons idered a m o d e r n i nven t i on 
whose use is unl ikely to catch on. 

None of the food shortages that 
plague Moscow trouble Scmik i and. 
i f i t had not-been for the Wor ld War 

. I I , " ha rd l y (anyone in the Soviet 
Union, much less' Australia, would 
ever have heard o f the place. 

tat early i n September 1942 (the 
enact d u e is i n dispute), as Hit ler 's 
Final Solution for the Jews got under 
way a l l over G e r m a n - o c c u p i e d 
Ukraine, it became. Serniki's turn. 
. . A n army engineering uni t turned 
Up f n the village and, wi th German 
precision, dug a grave exactly 37 
metres long, three metres wide and 
three metres deep, a n d r u n n i n g 
c iac t ly : north and south. i 

Even the problem or getting the Jews 
t d the bottom of this huge trench had 
been taken Into consideration - the 
a rmy uni t bu i l t a gent ly s lop ing 
walkway which ran down one side. 

Then the Jew^were rounded up. 
T h r f e were not on ly the inhabitants 
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o f the Sern ik i Ghe t to . V i l l agers 
remember trucks br inging other Jews 
f rom surrounding villages and i t i s ' 
possible that the grave contains far 
more bodies than the 553 which the 
forensic section, o f the Australian 
Special Investigations Uni t counted 
earlier this month. 

From the village, escorted by on ly 

walk o f death - . They < 
nantly 'women and children. There 
were fewer than 100 men, but more 
than 400 women and at least 90 
chi ldren under 10, one a baby of only 
six months. The biggest single group 
consisted o f 154 teenagers. 

From the beginning they were 
apparently under no i l lusion as to 
what was about to happen to them -
the women were wel l groomed, their 
hair recently combed and set, some-
times plaited, as i f they wanted to 
face their Maker look ing their best. 

Those who cherished hope were 
soon disabused. There waS a rabbi 
w i th them and, according to one 
account, he to ld them that death 
comes eventually to everyone and 
"today is as good a day as any to die". 

So the Jews wen t d o w n the 

walkway to the bot tom o f the f rave 
and the shooting and clubbing began. 
It appears that at first the Germans 
made them undress and l ie face down 
on the ground. They then shot them 
in the back o f the head f rom a 
distance o f about an inch. 

I f the vict im was a young chi ld 
wi th a' thinner skul l , then the* killers 
saved their ammuni t ion by smashing 

As the day wore on , the Germans 
must have realised * that they were 
sl ipping behind schedule and they 
ceased making their victims undress 
and shot them fu l ly clothed. 

So when the grave was opened 
earlier this month by eight Red Army 
soldiers work ing under a captain, 
they found the pathetic remnants o f 

lives destroyed that day — a pai r o f 
shoes, a fob watch, an art i f ic ia l leg, a 
man's hairpiece, a pink plastic comb 
and a small pa i r o f boots, st i l l wo rn 
by its }-year-o!d victim. 

T w o discoveries were part icularly 
traumatic. There was a man, proba-
bly a farmer, wearing heavy labour-
ers* b o o t s w h i c h r e m a i n e d 
remarkably wel l preserved, consider-
i ng they had been in the ground for 

Careful ly concealed in the boots 
were three knives (had he planned to 
resist?), a 10 kopek coin dated I9J9 
and a pair o f spectacles. The man had 
d ied vainly t ry ing to shelter the head 
o f a 13-year-old gi r l ly ing alongside 
h im (his daughter?). 

T h e second d iscovery was a 
woman, the hole f rom the bullet that 
k i l led her clearly visible i n her skul l , 
ly ing face down on the ground, her 
r i g h t a r m w r a p p e d p ro tec t i ve l y 
around a 13-year-old gi r l whose skull 
h a d been bashed in . T h e g i r l ' s , 
carefully plaited ha i l w j s still 'visible. 

As the dead piled -up - villagers 
remember hearing the shooting going 
on unlf f dark - the top layer h id the. 
bottom and the .German 9mm Para-
beilum bullets passed right through the 

shooting and c lubbing i 
they, went. One o f their last victims 
was * 13-year-old gi r l whose body, 
wi th j t s head smashed in. was found 
near the t op o f the walkway. 

The sandy soil was then pushed 
back over the bodies, the area t id ied 
up add, i f it had not been for the work 
o f the Australian Special Investiga-
t ions Un i t , history may wel l have 
forgotten the Jews o f Serniki, just a 
handfu l o f v ict ims in a war that cost 
20 mi l l ion Soviet lives. 

But as Richard Wright, the distin-
guished archaeologist, who was part 
o f the Australian forensic team at 
Serniki, is fond o f saying: "The on ly 
th ing man cannot hide is a hole that 
he .has dug." 

Undisturbed soil is div ided into 
distinctive layers so that no matter 
how xareful someone may f i l l i n a 
hole, the soil in that hole wi l l look 
dilTcrent f r om the surrounding soil. 

Once tijc Australians and their Red 
Army helpers knew roughly the.site o f 
the mass grave, it was not dif f icult to 
expose its edges, each side ending 
ab rup t l y where the soi l pa t te rn 
changed. 

The dreadful business o f exposing 
the bod ies , exam in ing them a n d 
count ing them, took five weeks. H i e ' 
grave was then filled in again, and a 
memorial service performed by an 
American rabbi, Schmool Block. 

. The local Soviet authorities are 
n o w planning a memorial "to be 
erected on the site. 
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iday Special 
6 Days 5 Nights 

Enjoy exclusive use of our own 9-hole golf course. We 
have 2 tennis courts, a full-'size billiard table and H 
Olympic size pool. 
You may prefer to relax and enjoy our magnificent 56 
acre garden estate at Bowral, from after lunch Sunday 
t i l l kfler breakfast Friday. Al l from only $330 p.p. 
including all.meals. 

CRAIGIEBURN HOTEL 
Fax BOWRAL (048) 61 1277 

HOLIDAYS 
5 0 % OFF 
MEALS AND ACCOMMODATION 

S£S$s$I30«« 
Resort features INDOOR HEATED l>OOL 

SPA/STEAM ROOM 
. INDOOR TENNIS COURT 

Alter lunch Tuesday to after b last Sat Staying in 
self-contained units Meats include breaktast'and 2 
course evening meals 

AUGUST ? - A U G U S T I I 
AUGUST 21-SEPTEMBER I 

SEPTEMBER A-SEPTEMBER I 
SEPTEMBER IB-SEPTEMBER Z2 

TH E t r i a l o f I v a n 
T i m o f e y e v i c h Po l yu -
k h o v i c h , a lso k n o w n 
as Jan P o l u c h o w i c z , 
c o u l d t a k e m o r e 

t h a n a year a n d cost m o r e 
t h a n SS m i l l i o n . 

It is important i n that i i is not 
on ly the f irst prosecution o f an 
Austral ian for ' a n alleged war 
cr ime in Europe, but because i t 
could well turn out to be the last 
war crimes tr ia l i n the world. 

Bri tain is showing reluctance -
to pass the necessary legislation 
f o j the prosecution o f possible 
war criminals there and, as t ime 
passes, more and mere suspects 
are dy ing of f . Judges have been 

.cr i t ical o f cases in the Uni ted 
Stales'because prosecutors have 
fai led to produce a single'Soviet 
witness in an American court. 

I n this ar$a, the Polyukhovich 
case w i l l mark another first.'The 
o r i g i n a l p l a n ca l led f o r * the 
taking o f evidence f rom Wil-
l i esse* i n the Soviet U n i o n , 
Israel, the Uni ted .Stales and 
Canada. ' 

This hinged on Polyukhovich, 
who has eqtcr^J no pleas and 
who remain^ free on bai l o r 
S20.000, agreeing to this. But just 
be fore A d e l a i d e mag is l ra te , 
Peter Kel ly , was due to leave for 
the Ukraine, t o begin hearing 
e v i d e n c e , P o l y u k h o v i c h 
R a n g e d his m ind and wi thdrew 
his consent to this arrangement. 

His lawyer said Polyukhovich 

Trial could 
last for 

two years 
wanted his accusers brought to 
Adelaide. " I f ihey make accusa-
tions against him. he wants to 
hear Ihem," the lawyer said. 
Desp i te the d i f f i c u l t i e s t h i s 
poses, ' p rosecu t i ng counse l 
agreed because " the eyes o f the 
woHd w i l l be on Ihe conduct o j . 

One o f the major di f f icul t ies 
Was p e r s u a d i n g t he Sov ie t 
authorities 4o agree thai Soviet 
citizens could, for the f i ist t ime, 
travel abroad to give evidence.' • 

This has now been success-
fu l ly negotiated and a Soviet 
party, consisting o f some 24 
witnesses, several interpreters 
and representatives o f Ihe Procu-
rator General's O l l i ce i n Mos-
cow, wilt arr ive in Adelaide 
soon. Witnesses f r o m o the r 
countries wi l l fo l low. 

M e a n w h i l e , P o l y u k h o v i c h . 
who^ias afso been charged with 
having commit ted 24 murders i n 
Serniki and Iwtt other villages in 
the Rovno d is i r ic t y i s l iv ing at a 
secret address in A d e l a i d f . 

After he appeared in court i n 
January this year, dressed in 
casual ' t rousers a n d a . b l u e , 
open -necked s h i r t , h e ' t o l d 
reporters: " | - n o l say nothing. I 
no understand." 

His neighbours described h im 
as " f r iendly and generous" and 

T a i d that he hud ihe suppon o f 
the entire neighbourhood. 

More about Polyukhovich wi l l 
emerge du r i ng his t r ia l . I t is 
believed he came to Australia f rom 
Poland in 1948. woiked as a farm 
labourer for a year and then for a 
Government department u n t i l 
retiring a few years ago. 
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