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a mass grave in a wooded
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Ukraine, freezing cold in winter,
fiercely hot in summer, where a
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only hotel charges $5 a night and
the nearest running hot water is at
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ONE of the most |mponent murder cases in Australian history — our first European
war crimes trial — will begin in.an Adelaide magistrate’s court tomorrow. lvan
Timofeyevich . Polyukhovich, 74, a. Ukrainian who_came to Australia ‘after the war,
stands charged with being "knowingly concerned” in the killing of about 850 Soviet
Jews. PHILLIP KNIGHTLEY, who has recently returned from Moscow, describes
that terrible day in September 1942 “when hell came to the Serniki Ghetto".

of the Serniki Ghetto. Villagers
remember trucks bringing other Jews

from surrounding villages and it is -

possible thal the grave contains far
more bodies than the $53 which
forensic sectlon, of the Australi
Special Investigitions Unit counted

the Tiage. exconed by only
ey |ullﬂ§‘ the Jews begs
the Soviet authorities gefer to

were fewer than 100 men, but more

n 400 women -and al least 90
children under 10, one a baby of only
six months. The biggest single group
consisted of IS4 teenagers.

e beginning they were

apparenty under n
whal was about to happen to them —
the women were well groomed, their
haie recently combed and sei, some
times plaited, as if they wanted to

» face their Maker looking their best.

0s¢ who cherished hope were
soon disabused, There wa. 1 rabbi
em and, accor ne
ccount, he told lh!m Ihnl dtllh
comes eventunlly (o everyone and
“todsy is as good a day as any to die”.
So the Jews went down the

walkway to the battom of the grave
and the shooting and clubbing begas
1 appears hat at fist the
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the victim was a young child

wilh # himner skl e e
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the child’s skull with a rifle butt.
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ceased making their victims undress

and shot them full clothed.
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Tuo discoverics were pariculrly
traumatic. There rob.
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¢y had been in the ground for
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were dhce knives(had he planned o
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ad not been for the work
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Sernili, s fond of say ing
thing man canno hide i
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Undisturbed sl is divided into
distinctive layers 5o that no_matter
how careful someone may fill in a
bole, the sail in that hole will look
different from the surrounding soil.
Once the Australians and their Red
Army hefpers knew roughly the site of
the mass grave, it was not difficult to
expose its edges, each side ending
nnm.,.ny where the seil patieen

a hole that

R readtul business of expo:
the bodies, examining them and
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HE trial of Ivan
Timofeyevich Polyu-
khovich, also known
as Jan Poluchowicz,
could take more
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