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Leaders must do more than iron shirts

Women’s issues
crucial: poll

Australia’s political leaders
will have to do morc than iron
their own shirts to win the
women's vote at the next federal
clection, a women's economics
group warned yesterday.

The Women's Economic Think
Tank senior associate Eva Cox said
women are looking for a sense of
optimism and a vision of'a more just
society.

“My particular view is that the
women's vote is not there for simply
buying,” Ms Cox said.

“1t's not a case of a little bit of this
or a little bit of that or a bit extra.”

Women did want more govemn-
ment money spent on child care and
health services bul the polls showed
they were disillusioned with both
major parties, she said.

Ms Cox was speaking during a
break in a three-day conference being
held at the ANU on the public influ-
ences which shape private lives,

She said there had been gains un-
der Labor but therc also had been
losses, including cuts to the public
service — a big employer of women
— which put pressure on schools
and hospitals,

And the Oppaosition was offering
further cuts,

“What [the Opposition leader
John] Hewson is trying to do is give
an image of a new Australia but T
don™t think it's an image women fecl

Eva Cox: women Ioakfng for a
more |just and equitable
society.

very comfortable with,” Ms Cox
said. “It's an image which is about
cutting back government expendi-
ture, being tough on the unem-
ployed, tough on sole parcnts and
increasing the costs of shopping.”

She said the Opposition may be
about decreasing taxcs but that won't
be as good for women, especially
women out of the workforce,

“I think women are looking for a
more just and equitable society that

Slashing of funding

HOBART: Sporis groups could
have their funding slashed or even
scrapped if they failed to do more for
women, the federal Minister for Arts,
Sport and Environment, Ros Kelly,
said in Hobart yesterday.

Mrs Kelly said withholding federal
funding was a definite option to foree
sports groups lo ensure women could
have cqual invelvement in sport as
players, coaches, administratars and
officidls.

| The Federal Government gives
more than $30 million a year 1o
sporting groups and associations,

Mrs Kelly made the comments af-
ter launching the Australian Women
in Sport and Recreation Strategy
1992-94, an initiative established by
the federal, state and ierritory gov-
ermments.

“The key thing is directed at na-
tional [sporting] organisations lo ¢n-
sure that they do have a policy to
give women a fair go,” Mrs Kelly
said,

“And obviously we would look at

funding sports graups 10 ensure they
include that in their development
plans.”

Mrs Kelly admitted there were on-
ly a few sports groups which had a
negative attitude to women and she
declined 1o name them.

But she warned that the Govern-
ment would not hesitate to stop their
funding if anitudes remained un-
changed.

“Of course you can't be stupid
about that,” Mrs Kelly said.

“There are some sports like rughy
league where there's not a big pres-
sure (o develop a women's compo-
nent.

“And [ don't want somec of the
bizarre radio announcers to go off
about me making rugby league or
rugby union supporl, women in
sport.” I

Mrs Kelly said the strategy was
directed at trying to give young girls
the same opportunities as boys, par-
ticularly leenagers.

The policy was long-term and all

gives them a sense of purpose and a
sense of direction,” Ms Cox said.

“There's not a sense of hope and
optimism. There's a sense of pessi-
mism and I think what [the Prime
Minister Paul] Keating has 1o create
is a sense of optimism within a fairer
society.”

Dr Hewson and Mr Keating trad-
cd insults last week as each sought 1o
portray himself as more sensilive
than the other to women's issues.

Ms Cox said unemployment wasa
major issuc for women as they
watched their husbands and children
lose their jobs or not find one, or lost
their own jobs or had their hours cut.

She said women also would be
worried about how they would fare
under the Opposition's proposed en-
lerprise bargaining as women gener-
ally were nol good advocates on their
own behalf,

They also feared matemity leave
provisions might be threatened by a
non-centralised wages system.

“I think any government that
tampers with the very minimal ma-
lernity leave provisions we've gol
now needs their head read,™ Ms Cox
said.

“If women have to make choices
about hanging on to their jobs or
having children the evidence is fairly
clear that in many cases they will
hang on 1o their jobs.™

an option
spprting groups were being advised
of the guidelines, she said,

Among the plans outlined in the
stratepy was an expansion of govern-
ment programs 10 get more women
into top-level jobs in sports adminis-
tration, coaching, journalism, spors
science and sports medicine.

Another was to establish child-
care facilitics at sporting venues and
launch more promotional campaigns
1o encourage girls 1o keep on playing
sport afler their lecnage years.

The sirategy said women from
non-English speaking backgrounds
and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Is-
landers would be encournged to play
sport by educational groups which
would implement participation pro-
grams.,

Providing work-based sporling
opportunities, particularly for mi-
grant women, also would be encour-
aged,

A major focus weuld be ensuring
the future quality and quantity of
media coverage of women in sport.
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Mouse trappers, at Lascelles, Victoria, stand proudly behind their

catch during the 1917 mouse plague.

CSIRO out to eradicate house mice

By IAN WARDEN

The house mouse, Mus mmuscnlus,
having enjoyed a charmed existence
in Australia since its arrival from
Europe (probably with the hapless
human vermin of the First Fleet) is
about 10 be subjected 10 CSIRO ex-
periments designed to limit s
plague-producing fecundity.

Dr Grant Singleton, of the CSIRO
Division of Wildlife and Ecology's
Rodent Pest Control research pro-
gram, said yesterday that a round-
worm had been released onm 1he
Darling Downs with the expectation
that il would infect house mice and
inhibit the amazing breeding per-
formances of the species.

If it works it will be only the see-
ond successful biological control of
mammals; the first was the use of the
myxoma virus io control rabbits.

And il it works it will be a god-
send. In Australia, and especially in
the bush, house mice have been
known, in major outbreaks, to do
between $50 million and $100 mil-
lion in damage 1o crops, and, by
chewing through electrical wiring, 1o
farm machinery.

The typical grey mouse that inhabits Australian homes.

Their wholesale invasions of
homes can also cause what Dr Single-
ton calls “social stress™ which is im-
possible 1o guantify in dollar terms
but which is known to drive harassed
people from their infested homes.

Myxomatosis is caused by a virus
but the biological agent being used
on the mice is a species of round-
worm found, when it infests the liv-

ers of mice and is transferred from
animal to animal in the burrows, lo
reduce the number of litters a female
will have in a year.

Females may normally have four
litters a year but when infested with
the worms might have only two, or
even die. :

But the roundworms do not seem
1o pose any threat to Australia’s 50

species of native mice. They arc
known to have been alive and well in
Ausiralia for a very long time and
research seems 1o show that our na-
tive mice are not vulnerable to them.

Dr Singleton said the roundworm
presented no threat (o native animals
that eat hous¢ mice, such as the
black-shouldered kites that ar¢ a fea-
ture of ACT skies and that dine al-
most exclusively on mice,

Theeggs of the roundworm, laid in
the liver of the mice, will just sit
there unless they are galvanised into
action by the humidity of the mice
burrows where there are madding
crowds of mice. A black shouldered
kite that digests the liver of a mouse
will void the eges of the roundworm
and suffer no ill-cfTects.

The Darling Downs experiments
will wake two years to evaluate,

Dr Singleton could offer no pro-
spect that Australia would ever be
wiped entirely clean of Muy muscu-
fus but hoped that the use of the
roundworms, perhaps cventually in
conjunction with computer models
which will enable the prediction of
potential mouse plagues, will reduce
the ranks and ravages of the species.

‘Forgetful’
divers duck
$3m taxes

MELBOURNE: The Ausira.
lian Taxation Office has uncov-
ered o mew “bottom of the
harbour™ tax dodge during an
audit of the abalone fishing in-
dusiry.

The just-completed audit cov-
cred 45 divers and metted $3.2
million in unpaid tax and $2.4
million in penalties, Melbourne
Taxation Office deputy commis-
sioner Ken Collins said.

Mr Collins said the audit
found divers failed 10 include in
their annual fax returns cash
cheque payments tofalling $5.4
million for the sale of abalone.

B audits I
Andrew Lowe said other omis-
sions brought the total to almast
$7 million, with three divers
each “forgetting™ to declare
more than $500,000 in taxable
income between 1983 and 1989.

Mr Lowe said the tax office
made adjustments averaging
$170,000 a diver and sent the
divers average tax bills of
£79,000 for the six-year period,

Fines averaging $61,000 were
also imposed on the fishermen,

Mr Collins said he hoped the
project, begun in 1988 after a
similar operation in Tasmanin,
would improve the abalone in-
dustry's compliance with taxa-
tinn laws.

The clothing and superannua-
tion industries are currently un-
der audit by the office.

Confidence
unchanged

- The level of consumer confidence
barely changed between March and
June, according 1o a pell published
in the latest Bulletin magazine,

The AGB Australia poll shows 21
per cent of those surveyed in June
felt they were better off than a year
ago, the same figure os March,

Those who felt they were worse off
than a year before dropped 1wo
points from March to 36 per cent in
June while 43 per cent — up two
points = said they were in the same
position.

The number of people who felt
they would be better off in the next
three months rose from 20 per cent
in March to 22 per cent in June, but

" those who felt they would be worse

off also rose, from 16 to 17 per cenl.

The long-term outlook was more
optimistic. Those who felt they
would be better off in 12 months
ume increased from 34 per cent in
March to 36 per cent in June,

Victorin had the highest perceni-
age of people who felt their position
had worsened.

Aussie feet too
big for their
boots: expert

SYDNEY: Australians should be
more thoughtful about their feet and
stop jamming them into shoes which
don't fit.

US footwear expert Tom Brunick
also says women should give high-

+ heeled shoes a big miss.

“I realise women have fo wear
them because of fashion and maybe
because of expectations in the busi-
ness world, but you are really doing
yourself mo favour,” he said in Syd-
ney yesterdny. !

If women must persist with high-
heeled shoes they should wear them
only on special occasions, as regular

Witness says
he may have
made mistake

ADELAIDE: A Ukrainian witness at
the committal hearing of alleged war
criminal Mikolay Berczowsky admitied
yesterday that he could have made a
mistake when he said Berezowsky had
helped the SS round up several Jews in
1942.

Witncss Kazimir Lipinskiy, 77, told
the Adelaide Magistrates Court he was
“some distance away™ from an incident
in Ukraine in 1942 when he saw a Jew-
ish woman and two children being es-
corted out of their house.

On Tuesday, Mr Lipinskiy said he .
saw Berezowsky and two Nazi §S sol-
diers leading the Jews on 1o the street in .
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ACT building laws tightened up

By HUGH LAMBERTON ‘ GOW intr{)dll(:f_‘s processing fees ister which iz available for public
Signiﬁcam changes to bui]l:%- . '“"11?““??' . —
ing design end siting approvals . applications were submitte
will come into effect next week, r:\!:; og:&:’é‘f;:,ﬁ wf.,f.;:m: under the old rules and have not
requiring public notification of public notification is required been finalised, they will need 1o
some projects and allowing For example, a §100 Uﬂﬂco;‘n- be resubmitted in accordance
third-party appeals, mercial of residential project re- with the new legislation.
Residential  applications  gyimng public notification will Applications for the building
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vertise the proposal in The Can-
berra Times, notify neighbours
by letter and place a sign on the
SHE.

Pamphlels issued by the ACT
Pianning Authority say a fee of
$200 will be charged for signs
where public notification is re-
quired.

Where applications have been
subject to public notification,
and objeclions hiave been re-
ceived, approval by the authori-
ty can be subsequently appealed
against by objectors to the ori-
ginal application.

The final point for appeals will
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is now a park

A former British nu-
clear testing ground off
Western  Australia’s
north coast is 1o be tum=
ed into a conservation
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is soon likely to becomne
easier, although a gov-
emmenl spokeswoman
warned that anyone
spending more than a
week in some areas con-
taminated by the atomic
tests still risked a dose of
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