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Letters to the Editor

Maligned
Mr. Plate in his letter In

your paper, on September 16

displayed a politics devoid of

responsibility and Integrity, a

politics of unprincipled and

unbridled opportunism.

He has quoted me out of
cdntext and has completely
distorted my letter into mean

ing something that no self

respecting Jew could honestly

assent

What I did say was that we

should discuss Eichmann, his

heinous crimes, and his most

fortunate capture and pros
pective trial In terms of the

moral Issues that are involved.

Only In insane negation of my
responsibility to myself as a

Jew and as a humanist would

I deny the obvious necessity

of bringing him to justice.

However, 1 did say that

Israel’s legal claim to juris

diction was contentious that

consequently the legal ques
tion should be left to lawyers
and hot laymen. This ques
tion. by the way. is one apart
from that of the criminality
of Eichmann’s heinous and
diabolic activities. -

Mr. Plate perfectly illus

trated my point. His own

anxious assertion, not Dr.
Robinson’s, that “If Israel’s
courts give her jurisdiction,
that is the end of the matter”

J

would be ridiculed in a se-i

minar in International Law.
A logical conclusion from his

argument' is that what Eich
mann. did. was enjoined by the
law of the Third Reich, and
“that is the end of the mat
ter.” But no, domestic law
will often violate Interna

tional Law. It is obvious that
Mr. Plate, more urgently than
I, is in need of ,a lawyer’s
advice on this point.

Fortunately the question of
jurisdiction is now an aca

demic issue, since no govern
ment looks like challenging Is

rael’s claim before the Inter
national Court of Justice.

Surely, Mr. Plate has more

worthwhile things with which
to occupy himself rather than

to occupy himself rather than
malign the Public Relations

Committee and myself.

JACOB FAJG-ENBATIM.


