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Children
‘exploited’
by 0055
services

Young children were being ex-
ploited by Telecom's 0055 phone ser-
vices which encouraged them 1o play
games for big prizes, Government
and Opposition MPs said yesterday,

Adveriising during children’s TV
programs in the past few months has
encouraged children to phone 0055
numbers any number of nmes 1o win
prizes — calls which clock upat T0ca
minute.

The Opposition sad the 0055
compelitions were an example of the
“Australian gambling syndrome
gone mad™,

Senator Margaret Reynolds (Lab,
Qid) sad Telecom and the service
providers should have an obligation
10 state the cost involved at the be-
ginning of the call

Senator Reynolds 1s chairwoman
of the Senate select commuttee which
was established last year to look at
community standards of phone ser-
vices, particularly those providing
sexually explicit information.

The cost warming was one recom-
mendation in the intenim report of
the committee issued in December
last vear

Senator Reynolds sad the final
report. due out at the end of May or
carlv June, would also include rul-
ings on the children’s games,

Telecom tepresentatives are due
1o meet with the committec on
Thursday about whal measures they
have taken so far (o implement the
committee’s recommoendations.

*I know the argument 15 that par-
cnts have the responsibility o moni-
tor the child but 1 don’t think that
Telecom and service providers are
making it any easier.” Senator Reyn-
olds smd.

“Wetve adopted  fairly  specific
standards about advertising in child-
TS Viewing time 5o 1t's a pretty sad
state of affanrs i kids can’t watch TV
without continually being encour-
aged 1o spend a bt of mum and dad’s
money,

=1 just don't believe it's particular-
Iy ethical ™

The Opposiion spokesman on
communications. Warwick Smith,
said the manter should be considered
by the Senate select committee but
the content of such services was nota
matter for Telecom,

“The content is for the community
to judge and I would imagine that
mast parents would be hormified,™ he
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ar sales
rebound,
forecasts
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By TOM CONNORS,
Economics Writer

The number of new-motor-
vehicle registrations increased
by a sohid 9.5 per cent in March,
prompting hopes that the econ-
omy has turned the corner.

These figures could herald a good
week for the Keating Government:
tomorrow’s Consumer Price Index
far the March quarter 1s expected to
show that Australia’s inflation rate is
sill declming.

This mught justify a decision by
the Giovernment and the Reserve
Bank to make another reduction in
interest rates in the next week, proba-
hiy by (L5 per cent, because of the
reduced risk of refuclling inflation-
ary pressure. The Treasurer, John
Dawkins, said at the weekend that
the Reserve Bank would have the
CPI result firmly 1in mind at its regu-
lar monthly mecting next Tuesday,

An economic  forecaster, BIS
Shrapnel. said yesterday that the
housing mdusiry, already displaying
some growth, was poiscd for a strong
recovery, fuelled by dechining inter-
est rates, improved housing afforda-
bility, continuing high levels of
immigration and strong demand for
housing. T eaxpects dwelling com-
mencements o increase by more
than 20 per cent to 160600 n
19592-93

It says the time 1s npe for a return
of confidence in housing, given the
signs that the recent mass retrench-
ments and the nsing level of unem-
ployment are about 1o end, Even
though  unemployment  remained
high the unemployment rate needed
only 1o level off, not decline, for
there 1o be a sirong upturn,

Housing has long been tipped as
the industry to lead the nation out of

NEW CAR REGOS

March  Feb Year ago

Adjusted....... 48,866 44,614 40,997
Unadjusted., 51,237 41,080 40,229
47,082 45,754 41811

recession but motor-vehicle registra-
tions are also considered an impon-
ant indicator of the strength of the
economy. The strongest factor in yes-
terday’s car figures 15 the seventh
suceessive month of increase in the
trend figures of both passenger and
commercial vehicles, The trend fig-
ures smooth out irregulantics in the
L. Il ad d s and are
regarded as the best guide. The trend
was 2.9 per cent higher in March
than in February and 12,6 per cent
higher than in March last year,

In seasonally adyusted figures the
increases were 9.5 per cent and 19.2
per cont respectively.

The Motor Trades Association of
Australia welcomed the new registra-
tion figures and declared that the
reduction in the sales-lax rate on
cars, from 20 1o 15 per cent. as oul-
lined 1 the One Nation statement,
had “obviously made an impact on
the market”

Its execunve director, Michacl
Delaney, said the impact of the tax
reduction would have been greater
but for the fact that some manufac-
turers  and  distnbutors  decided
agminst passing on the full price re-
duction to car buyers by introducing
immediate and perhaps unpustified
price iNcreases.

The Commonwealth Bank saud
that One Nation had had an influ-
ence on the increase in registralions
and expected them to continue in-
creasing throughout 1992

‘Mass grave seeped blood’

ADELAIDE: A witness 1old 1he
war cimes hearing i Adelaide yes-
terday he saw blood seeping to the
top of a mass grave in which hun-
dreds of Jews were buned in the
Ukraine in 1942,

Dimitn Kostykhovich, a 6%-year-
old Ukraine pensioner. told Adelaide
Magsstrares Court he heard machine-
gun fire soon after he saw Jews being
led at gunpoint from their houses.

About three davs after the gunfire,
he had gone to the mass grave and
saw blood seeping 1o the top through
the loose carth

Earhier, the witness said he saw
defendant Ivan Polvukhovich shoot
two Jewish boyvs and then help lead

the column of Jews out of the village
of Sermiki, prodding some with his

gun.

Mr Kostykhovich told the count he
had been in a shed near the village
when hundreds of Jews were being
rounded up by Ukraine policemen.

He said Polyukhovich, whom he
knew as Ivanechko, was armed and
was helping round up the Jews.

The two boys had tried 10 run
away but Ivanechko had heard them
and turned around and shot one and
then the other.

Polyukhovich, a 75-year-old Ade-
laide pensioner, 15 charged with the
murder of 24 people and with being
tnvolved in tne slaughter of up to 830

Jewsin the Ukraine in World War1l.
Mr Kostykhovich began giving his
lestimony yesterday morning afier
giving a stalement under cath behind

closed doors on Friday because the

prosecution feared his evidence may
be lost.

The prosecution said he was dan-
gerously 1ll with a severe heart conds-
uon and that he came out of his
hospital bed in the Ukraine to give
evidence at the heaning. They feared
he could dic in Australia,

The court heard Polyukhowvich
had recovered from a viral infection
and was present in the courtroom
yesterday to enable the witness to tell
his story.
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ESP? & SIO?

QMS2, the leading International
supplier of PostScript® printing
solutions, is holding an exhibition
of the latest colour &
monochrome work station, work
group and departmental printers
at the Lakeside Hotel, Executive
Lounge, London Circuit,

on Wednesday, 29th
April, 1992, from 10am till Spm.

You are specially invited!
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At the ripe old age of 140 in
*cat™ vears, Hecior, the cat who
taught thousands of young school
children about road safety, was well
past the prime of his ninth life
when he retired yesterday.

Hector retired among the other
artefacts at the National Museum
of Australia in Mitchell after a
long career which started in the
late 1960s and ended in the 1980s.

Hector the Cat was created for
the Road Safety Council of the
ACT in the late 1960s, and was
used by the Federal Office of Road
Safety of the Department of Trans-
port as well as by the Road Safety
Council.

He wis particularly popular with

Hector, the
road safety
cat, retires
to museum

the children and capiured their
imagination on film and television.
Hector was also the subject of
board games, posters and other
printed instructional material pro-
moting road safety.

Picture: ANDREW CAMPBELL
Although not the regular Hector, Dene Yeaman, who first donned the illustrious suit five years ago, says
farewell yesterday to the cat who taught thousands of youngsters about road salety

The Road Safets Council of the
ACT was passing Hector on to the
museum because the council was
closing down,

The National Museum of Aus-
tralia said it was enthusiastic about
being Hector's new home as the
collection had held no objects deal-
ing with road safety — what the
miuseum said was an important so-
cial isspe in Ausiralia,

As Apstralia’s road nerwork ex-
panded, the museum said the build-
up of trafflic in urban areas was an
on-going problem. The roud safety
collection would have a historical
perspective, giving audiences an in-
sight into the methods of dealing
with road safery in the past. it said.

Legionnaire outbreak
claims fourth victim

SYDNEY: A fourth person has died as a result of an
outbreak of legionnaires” disease in the south-west of
Svdney

The NSW Health Depariment said yesterday a man
in his 40s, who had been in intensive care for some
days, died in Liverpool Hospial overnight.

Another person died last Fnday due to & different escape™
strain of legronella which 1s most unlikely to be related
1o this outbreak. A total of 12 confirmed and 33
possible cases of legionnaires’ disease have been ad-
mitted 10 NSW hospitals since April 10,

The organism connected with the outbreak is be-
lieved 1o be associated with poorly maintained water
cooling systems for air-conditioning units but no sin-
gle source of infection has been identified.

The Healih Deparimeni's staiement said prionty
was given to eradicating all potential sources of infec-
tion from water cooling systems in the south-west of
the city and the chief health officer was confiden
those actions had made a continuing source of infec-
tion most unlikely

tured within hours,

One  bov

by Quamby staff.

Boys escape from
Quamby briefly

Six boys aged between
13 and 17 escaped from
Quamby Children’s Re-
mand Shelter in Red Hill
vesterday, 1n what police
described as a “planned
. All were recap-

Police said the six had
appeared 1o be scuffling
with each other near the
boundary fence about
Bam when they had run
suddenty toward the Im-
huigh fence and scaled 1.
had been
caught shonly aferward

A Curtin resident had
reported secing the es

Australia to have

teeming

By CHRIS UHLMANN

Australia’s population should in-
crease by maore than a malhan in the
net three vears and grow to about 26
million by 2031, according 10 a Bu-
reau of Immigranon study

The burcau's dustralian Popiila-
ton Trendy and Prospeces 1991,
published  vesterday.  projects  the
population 10 be K6 milhon by
1995-96. It was 173 million 0
|41,

If trends continue there will e 749
million more people in Australii by
2031, most living in the major capi-
tals.

The growth of Australia’s capiials,
especrally Ssdney and Melbourne
has been a source of concern for
some time because of such problems
as arr, water and nowse polluthon. ur-
bhan spraw! and ns snfrastructure
costs, and the efficient use of energy

“The concern has been fuelled by
projections which indicate that Svd-
ney’s population will reach 478 mil-
lion by 2006, while Melbourne will
grow by an additional 510066 peno-
ple over the nest 15 years.” the fe-
port savs,

millions

NSW and Victona will remain the
most populous stawes. The ACT
Queensland and Western Austraba
should grow most quickly 5

In 1990 the ACT had a population
of 288 0017 per centof Australia’s
total population). However 1t was
growing at a rate of 226 per cong —
well above the natonal average for
that vear of 1.5 per cent — andathe
ACT's progected populaton for 2031
was about 300,006

Australin’s population increased
by 147 per cont an |990-91 com
pared wath a rate of 15 per cent in
1989590 and 178 per ocent n
1988-89. The rate v low in compar-
son with the rapnd increase 1m the late
“Ws and early "50s but high com
pared with the growth rates in the
second hall of the F970s. Tn the nesd
five wears natural increase should
contrtbute more 1o population
growth than net immagration

The population s getting obder
s, The report sass the median age
of the  Australian populanon an
199091 was 32,5 years — five vears
older than in June, 1971 — and 11
per cont of people were 65 and alder

No school today for Kambah
and Wanniassa High students

By KAREN HOBSON,
Education Reporter

Students at Kambah and Wanni-
assa High Schools should not go to
school today after a last-minute de-
cision that another day was needed
to finish asbestos-removal work.

The lateness of the decision,
made yesterday afternoon by the
ACT Department of Education and
Training after a meeting with teach-
er union executives, kefl no time for
parents to be officially notified.

A statement issued by the depart-
ment last night said minimum su-
pervision would be available “in
areas not affected by the work™ if
parents are not able 10 make other
Ilmﬂglﬂmlﬂ"\.

Both schools had already deter-
mined that vesterday — the first
day of second term — would be a
pupil-free day for curriculum and
planning work.

A routine occupation health and
sufety check last term identified as-
hestos fibre in the fibre-cement ceil-
ing tiles in hoth schools. Their
removal, estimated o cost between
S150.000 and $200.000, was expect-
ed to be finished by the beginning of
the term,

Though all of the tiles have been
removed, & department spokes-
woman suid some loose wires in the
ceilings had not been completels
sealed off by vesterday.

Work was to continue into the
night and was expected to be com-
pleted today. Installation of new
tiles was expected 1o be finished by
the beginning of next week,

The president of the ACT branch
of the Australian Teachers” 1 nion,
Rosemary Richards, said last night
thit the union would be part of an
inspection team to defermine wheth-
er the schools were safe for students
o return on Wednesdas.

Assembly
ACT solar

AT NGUITY I Sular energy po-
tential and 118 use in the ACT s 10 he
conducted by the ACT Swanding
Commttee on Conservistion, Hene
tage and Environment,

The committes will investigate al-
ternative forms of cnergy use. includ-
g solar  cmergy  and  solar
co-generation of elecineity, o see if
such technigues could  eventually
supplement the traditional use of
comventionally gemerated electriciny
i the ACT,

Industmal and domuesue energs
consumption levels in the ACT wall
also be examined

Committee  chairman  Michael
Moore (Ind) saud these matters had
been covered previously in a discus-
sion paper issued by the commtiee

inquiry on
energy use

i December last woar
presious Assembly

“The discussion  paper barel
touched on the possibilities offe
by solar energs. but had sought 1
siimulate imterest o the issues by
inviting commenits and responses on
the paper,” Mr Muoore sad m o stare
ment vesterday

“There has been a strong comm-
miy response o the paper amd o
number of challenging ideas and pro-
posaly put forward s a resull the
commitive sees considerable value 1o
the ACT commumity 1 pursaing thy
matter in mone detal”

Mr Moore tnvited submissions o
the terms of reference 10 be sert o
the sevrelary of the committee at th

Legislative Asscrbly by May |8
- KATRINA FFLAND

durmg 1hy

capers. and police had
spotted  them  again
around the Governor-
General’s residence an
Yarralumla about
11.3am.

Three had been caught
in the area shortly before
noon, and pohce had
caught the remaining two
near the Roval Canberra
Golf course a few min-
utes later,

The bovs had been tak-
en back 1o the remand
centre.

Police said they would
face charges of escaping
lawtul custody,

DON'T LET YOUR HORMONES
RUIN YOUR LIFE

Dr Sandra Cabot, the woman doctor who has revolutionised our
attitude towards hormones, will address women of all ages at a
public forum.

On Friday May 1, 7.30pm-10pm at The National Convention
Centre, Constitution Ave, Canberra

Cost: $10 per person

RSVP to Conterence Solutions
on 285 3000 to reserve your seat
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Are you planning your wedding?
Then come to Canberra Times Fine Print’s

Our displays will include:

THE CANBERRA TIMES

" FINE PRINT

Cn“.‘it,al
Hcﬁcl

C

at The Canberra Times, 9 Pirie Street, Fyshwick
on Wednesday, April 29, 5pm to 8pm

From wedding stationery, receptions, cars, bridal gowns,

photography, formal hire to life insurance
our display will help you in planning your special day.

Ea‘

THE
PHOTOGRAPHERS

A DIVISHON OF HEIDE SMITH PHOTOGRAPHY

L Bu

Bridal Boutique

TONY

B“g WELFARE

Dl'l Mutual
The Canberra Times Fine Prnt YOUR PERFECT WEDDING New location SIMPLY ve Insurance Planning HIRE
9 Pine Stroet, Fyshwick Tel 280 2115 VENUE OFFERS ' == .
3 Lusury appoined reception rooms, —total new look! THE Tk B Services TitmadoieSiont  Cosach Cantra
o~ Invitations. response folders. thank-you notes, complimgniery Rridel suite sadl Mokl e e BEST elite ol « Aot Broddon Eyre Streer
(r-. Canberra Times Fine Print has the w range of :::m Suver Shadow | rb m«:'u I Str:II l:( m 'emant ACT 2601 Kingaton ACT 2604
wedding stationery in Canberrs. s g i) 6 Pirie St, Fyshwick ACT e 1ol Ml Cante Ph: 257 5555  Ph: 295 9563
Come and br through { book Northbour L . - Loagia Choik, Camena Masrbe! '
’““'"‘;I:"'“':*wmm s ) 1u‘.‘u::rmn cn,"E‘:'é"&? ; 295 1282 Tel 2806749 292 5405 (ah) Tel. 245 1583 or 248 1564 | Auanphon formarmeos Auwacraten
ERamespemermni s -
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