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PICTURE OF A
BUREAUCRAT

4 The general line of defence which Elch-
mann will take is already clear from the
opening of his evidence. As forecast he I8
claiming that he was a subordinate official,
working always under superior orders or even
duress

It would be Interesting to know whether
the defence considered not putting Eichmann
In the witness box at all; but for a matter of
practical and psychological reasons they
probably felt there was no alternative.

iz answers give a vivid picture of a
hureauerat who not only executes the orders
of superiors hut adores them for their supe-
rlority to him: it is this picture of German
bureanecracy which perhaps gives the trial its
meaning

Two points In his evidence deserve notice,

Firet, ha stressed that in jolning Nazi or-
ganisations he could not forsee all the con-
apdiiences of membership or the excesses {nto
which it would lead him.

This was desiened to answer counts
13-15 of the Indietment, which charge Eich
mann with membership of those German or-
ganisations which have since been declared
nnlawful

As has been remarked before, these
counts do not appear to be easy to sustain,
sirice membership of a German organisation
can hoardly in itself he an  offence wunder
Israell law.

‘ets done A a4 member of these organi-
satfons are, of course, another matter,

Farther, the fact that he did not forsee
F ail the consequences of membership when
he joined does not excuse such acts.

The =econd point iz the desceription of his
trenfment by his eantors in Areentina and the
allered extraction from him of a signed state-
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Allered extraction fTrom himm of a Hlﬂ'ﬂfﬂ state-
ment consenting to trinl in Israel, |

o Adonlez that he signed this statement |
voluntarils

Sines the furiadicrtion of the Tsraei court
totry him le ouite Independent of his consent
nr phaenes of consent, It matters not whether
he ziemed the statement voluntarily or under
dipreag,

st 1t Is not easy ta understand why the
prosecitinn pnt the statement in evidence,
nortiscinele if there 8 truth in Eichmann's
ps=ortion that it was obtained from him
under duress, —J.E.8.F, I
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